The World Economic Forum
(WEF) — what it does around
cryptocurrencies (a detailed,
educational summary &)
Quick overview

The World Economic Forum
(WEF) is an international, non-
profit organization that brings

together business,
government, civil society and
academia to shape global,
regional and industry
agendas. Over the past
decade the WEF has actively



framed cryptocurrencies and
distributed ledger technology
(DLT) as part of the “Fourth
Industrial Revolution” and as a
material topic for policy,
technical standards, and
public—private cooperation.
What the WEF actually does in
the crypto space — the main
activities

- Research & published
playbooks.

The WEF produces white

papers, frameworks and



explainer guides intended to
translate technical DLT
concepts into policy-relevant
recommendations (for
example: “Getting Started:
Cryptocurrency” guides and
white-paper series on digital
currency governance). These
documents are designed to
help governments, central
banks and companies
understand trade-offs and
design options.

- Multi-stakeholder



convening (forums,
councils, working groups).
WEF hosts recurring events
(Davos, regional meetings)
and forms councils/consortia
— e.g., the Global Blockchain
Council and the Digital
Currency Governance
Consortium (DCGC) — to
bring together central
bankers, regulators, fintech
firms, banks and civil society
to discuss standards,
governance and cross-border
issues. These convenings



shape agendas, surface
policy gaps, and sometimes
catalyze joint projects.

- Policy frameworks and
regulatory pathways.
The WEF develops practical
frameworks aimed at
regulators and standard-
setters (for example reports
on “Pathways to the
Regulation of Crypto-Assets”
and CBDC interoperability
principles) that outline
options for classifying crypto



assets, treating stablecoins,
and enabling cross-border
CBDC flows. These are
purposely written to be usable
by national authorities and
international bodies.

- Technical design and pilot
guidance (CBDC and
wholesale CBDC).

The WEF publishes guidance
for central banks and market

infrastructure providers on
technical design questions
(wholesale CBDC use cases,



interoperability, privacy vs.
traceability tradeoffs) and
partners with industry to
explore prototype
architectures. These
materials are used by central
banks and private firms when
designing pilots and
experiments.

- Narrative framing and
convening at high-profile
events.
WEF frames the global
conversation — for instance



through Davos sessions
where policymakers and
CEOs debate regulation,
stablecoins, and crypto’s role
in the financial system —
which helps push topics (like
stablecoin rules or CBDC
interoperability) onto national
agendas.
Key themes WEF emphasizes
about crypto

- Interoperability and cross-
border payments. The WEF
stresses that digital



currencies (CBDCs,
stablecoins) need design
choices that allow value to
move across jurisdictions
in an efficient, low-friction
way while satisfying AML/
CFT and privacy norms.

- Public—private
collaboration. The WEF
promotes co-development
between central banks,
international organizations
and private firms because
many solutions (payment



rails, identity, onboarding)
require aligned standards.

- Risk management
(consumer protection, AML,
financial stability). WEF
reports repeatedly highlight
the need to balance
innovation with safeguards:
operational resilience,
consumer protection, and
macroprudential
considerations are core.

- Use cases for inclusion and



efficiency. The Forum
presents crypto/DLT as
tools that can improve
financial inclusion, reduce
remittance costs, or make
supply chains and trade
finance more efficient —
when deployed
thoughtfully.
Concrete outputs you can
point to (examples)

- Digital Currency
Governance Consortium
(DCGC) — a WEF-hosted



community producing
policy papers and a white
paper series on governance
models for digital
currencies. Helps
governments think through
retail vs. wholesale CBDCs
and governance tradeoffs.

- “Pathways to the
Regulation of Crypto-
Assets” (report) — a
recommendation set for
international standard-
setters and national



regulators on classifying
crypto assets and aligning
rules.

- CBDC Interoperability/
principles papers & wCBDC
guidance — technical and
policy guidance intended to
accelerate cross-border
CBDC experiments and
harmonize expectations
between jurisdictions and
the private sector.

How WEF’s work aligns (or
interacts) with the broader



crypto ecosystem

- Signal-setting: Because
WEF convenes global
banks, central banks, tech
firms and regulators, their
frameworks and
terminology influence how
institutions frame problems
(e.g., distinguishing retail
CBDC vs. stablecoin policy
routes). That framing often
flows into national
consultation papers and
bilateral projects.



- Bridging research - pilots:
WEF's reports are often
referenced by central bank
pilots and industry
consortia as a neutral
starting point for design
choices (privacy layering,
interoperability
approaches).

- Advocacy for standards: By
publishing recommended
pathways and convening
standard-setters, the WEF



nudges global alignment —
which matters for cross-
border payments and
stablecoin rules.
Criticisms, limitations and
things to watch

- Perception of elite
influence. Critics argue
WEF's multi-stakeholder

model privileges large firms
and powerful states —
meaning recommendations
may reflect the
perspectives of incumbents



rather than grassroots
users or privacy advocates.
This is a recurring critique
whenever policy Qs
intersect with powerful
commercial actors.
(Contextual observation —
you'll see this in
commentary around many
WEF initiatives.)

- Non-binding guidance. WEF
outputs are advisory —
implementation depends
on national politics, legal



frameworks and regulators
(so WEF can suggest but
not enforce).

Tradeoff sensitivity. WEF's
pragmatic proposals often
emphasize interoperability
and AML compliance;
privacy or civil-liberties
tradeoffs therefore attract
scrutiny when CBDC
designs lean toward
traceability.

Bottom line — what WEF's



engagement means for crypto

- The WEF acts as a global
convenor and translator: it
turns technical possibilities
into policy pathways and
nudges coordination
among states, banks and
tech firms. That role helps
accelerate experimentation
(CBDCs, stablecoins, cross-
border pilots) and shapes
regulatory conversations —
but its outputs are
influential, not binding, and



they reflect the priorities of
the stakeholders who sit at
its tables.
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